Efficient feeding is crucial for the growth, survival and reproductive success of most animals. In artificial-rearing environments, however, animals are deprived of many stimuli normally experienced in the wild, which may alter feeding behaviour, and thus influence their survival and reproductive success upon release in nature. In a laboratory experiment, we investigated the effect of hatchery rearing on the ability of brown trout, Salmo trutta, to capture and consume a novel live prey item. Hatchery-reared and wild-caught trout, originating from the same river, were fed single black crickets, either in isolation or in visual and olfactory contact with another hatchery-reared or wild-caught fish. Total consumption, time to first bite and feeding efficiency were monitored. Wild-caught trout ate more, were quicker to attack, and consumed attacked prey more efficiently than hatchery-reared fish. Food consumption and efficiency increased in both wild and hatchery-reared trout during the experiment. We propose that the differences in feeding ability between wild-caught and hatchery-reared brown trout were mainly due to differences in previous experience of feeding on live prey. Wild-caught trout tended to eat more and sooner when in visual contact with another fish than when in isolation. This trend was not seen for the hatchery-reared fish, which may be due to environmental differences between the hatchery and the natural stream. The initial inability of hatchery-reared fish to forage on live prey may reduce their success when released in the wild, especially when in competition with resident wild fish.
 2001 The Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour
In a variety of animal taxa, large body size and reproductive success are positively correlated (Andersson 1994) . This correlation is particularly pronounced in species with indeterminate growth as a small advantage in size at an early stage may result in improved competitive ability in the future (Huntingford & Turner 1987) . In addition, migratory species may benefit from large size because relative metabolic needs and movement costs decrease with size, and a large size may obstruct or prevent predators from attacking (Arendt 1997). To grow a large body it is crucial for an animal to be able to recognize, capture and ingest prey from early in life.
When foraging, an animal must make a series of 'decisions' such as which food item to accept and which to reject, where to feed, and when to try elsewhere (Stephens & Krebs 1986) . Decisions are also influenced by the need to avoid predators and the time and energy that could instead be used for reproduction (see also Hughes 1997). The presence of other individuals may decrease the perceived risk associated with foraging through the dilution effect (e.g. Jedrzejewski et al. 1992; Cresswell 1994; Parker & Milinski 1997; Alcock 1998) or increase foraging through increased competition (Huntingford et al. 1993; Grand & Dill 1999) . In either of these situations, an animal may forage in situations normally avoided when alone. The behaviour of nearby conspecifics may also yield information about foraging opportunity and risk taking. Ryer & Olla (1991) found that isolated chum salmon, Oncorhynchus keta, in visual contact with a group of conspecifics, fed most when exposed to feeding groups and least when exposed to alarmed groups. Search time can also decrease if neighbouring individuals display cues about where food is located (Wootton 1976; Ryer & Olla 1992) . Thus, the presence of other animals influences time to feeding, locating prey and the perceived risk of foraging. The development of these behaviours is to a great extent influenced by experience (Huntingford 1993; McLean 1997) and is also critical for the survival of captive animals introduced into the wild (Clemmons & Buchholz 1997) .
Brown trout, Salmo trutta, as well as many other salmonid fish, are frequently used for stocking in the wild. Previous studies have shown that hatchery-reared fish consume less food and fewer prey types, lag behind in switching to new prey types, and experience depressed
